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Something new is happening for
our November meeting. We are
going to Country Gentleman and
our guest speaker is Coke Roth, who
will give us a presentation on the
wonderful world of wine, including
wine tasting.

Albert Coke Roth, III, known by
all as "Coke," was born in
Wenatchee, Washington, and spent
most of his young life in Moses
Lake. Coke studied four years at the
University of Washington, with his
junior year spent in Germany; he
earned a Bachelor of Arts in
German Area Studies/Germanics in
1972. After working and training in
Los Angeles with the Gallo Wine
Company, Coke joined Roth
Distributing Company in 1973 and
was president of this family
beverage distributorship until it was
sold in 1989.

At the age of 40, Coke entered
the University of Puget Sound
School of Law, attending from 1990
to 1993 and was admitted to practice
in Washington in 1993. He worked
for Raekes, Rettig, Osborne,
Forgette, O'Donnell and Adamson
(now Rettig, Osborne, Forgette)
during law school and for three years
thereafter, striking out on his own in
September 1996. Coke was admitted
to practice in the Eastern District of
Washington in 1994, the Western
District of Washington Federal
District Courts in 1995, and was
admitted to practice in Oregon in
2002.

In addition to his law career,
Coke is well known as an
international wine judge and has
been a community volunteer
throughout his entire life. Coke was
awarded the Governor's Award for
Volunteerism in 1996, Kennewick
Man of the Year, Tri-Citian of the
Year in 1997, Community
Professional of the Year from the
ARC in 2007, and numerous other
awards recognizing his volunteer
activities.

Coke is married to Mary Roth, an
Accountant and has three children:
one of them, Frank, is the
Winemaker at Tagaris Winery.

Please make your reservations
for this enjoyable evening by
Thursday, November 13, to Bob
Allen.

Wine Tasting



November Meeting
Tuesday,November 18, 2014

Reservations by
Thursday, Nov 13
to
Bob Allen
627-6226
MOAA.TriCities@charter.net

The Country Gentleman
9221 W Clearwater Ave
Kennewick

Social hour at 6:30
Dinner at 7:00
$27.50 per person

Menu
Tri-Tip Demi Glace
Horseradish Sauce
Scalloped Potatoes
Fresh Green Beans with

Bacon and Onions.
Caesar Salad
Rolls, Butter,
Cookie/Brownie
Coffee, Iced Tea
Veggie option, (Veggie Pasta)

Seeking Auxiliary Point of
Contact

The Chapter is in need of a
spouse or military widow to be our
Auxiliary point of contact with
MOAA. Those who attended the
September meeting heard a
description of this position from
Beth Ann Daigre who has served in
several chapter, state, and national
MOAA auxiliary positions.

Christmas Is Coming
Next month we will have our

annual holiday party. Some years
this has been a catered event held at
someone's home, other years we've
gone to a restaurant. If you would
like to host this event at your home,
please contact George Stotz. If we
do not have any takers, we will
explore a repeat event at Bella Italia.

Hq MOAA sends . . .
COLA for 2015 Set
The cost-of-living adjustment

(COLA) for military retired pay,
SBP annuities, Social Security
checks, and VA disability and
survivor benefits will be 1.7 percent,
effective December 1, 2014. It will
first appear in the January checks,
paid on December 31. The
Consumer Price Index increased 0.1
percent in September to 234.170.
The 1.7 percent COLA represents a
slight increase over last year’s 1.5
percent increase.

Leaders Target Sequestration
Relief

The White House, senior
military leaders, and key members
of Congress all have spoken out
recently on the need to repeal or
relieve the across-the-board cuts of
sequestration.

The Bipartisan Budget Act of
2013 – brokered by Sen. Patty
Murray (D-Wash.) and Rep. Paul
Ryan (R-Wisc.) – mitigated
sequestration’s cuts to defense
programs in FY 2014 and 2015 by
$31.5 billion. The full cuts return in
FY 2016 unless Congress acts.

The president indicated his FY
2016 budget submission will include
an extension of sequestration relief.
At a recent trip to the Pentagon he
said, “[We must] make sure that if
we’re asking this much of our
armed forces, that they’ve got the
equipment and the technology that’s
necessary for them to be able to
succeed at their mission … that
we’re supporting their families at a
time when, even after ending one
war and winding down another, they
continue to have enormous
demands placed on them each and
every day.”

In earlier remarks Army Chief
of Staff Gen. Ray Odierno painted
a grim picture for the services if
sequestration resumes. “This is a
lousy way to do business,” he said

and described FY 2016 as a
“breaking point.” If the cuts return
it would seriously degrade the
Army’s capability to execute its
mission requirements.

Retiring Senator and Chairman
of the Senate Armed Services
Committee Carl Levin (D-Mich.)
hinted that legislators on both sides
of the aisle were working on
sequestration relief options behind
closed doors. He expressed
optimism that at least a partial fix
could be reached in the lame duck
session, saying, “The forces that
compel an alternative to
sequestration are so strong, and the
impacts of sequestration are so
strong, that something has to
happen.”

A growing consensus in
Washington to de-trigger
sequestration is an encouraging sign,
but many obstacles remain. The last
major deal to ease the effects of
sequestration was done on the backs
of military retirees. A future fix
must carefully balance budget and
defense concerns without singling
out the one percent of Americans
who serve in uniform with a
disproportionate share of the
burden




