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Mike Berricohoa is our
scheduled guest speaker for the
February meeting. Mike is a well
know master of ceremonies and has
narrated air shows for over 30 years.
He will talk about the history of the
Tri Cities air show as well as other
shows that he announces. "Whether
it's in the air or on the ground, I give
air show fans a word's eyeview of
what's happening to help them enjoy
what they are seeing," he says. A
licensed pilot himself, Mike was
born to an aviation family and has
been around airplanes and air shows
his entire life.

Mike has a varied career. He was
a local TV newsman, worked in
communications at PNNL, and runs
his own communications company.
He is a recognized leader in the air
show industry, having served three
terms on the board of directors of
the International Council of Air
shows and one term as a director of
the International Council of Air

Shows Foundation. He is also the
founder of the Northwest Council
of Air Shows.

We will return to the Bamboo
Gardens for the February meeting.
The meeting will be on February 17.
Reservations to Bob Allen by
Thursday, February 12 -- but why
wait, let him know now.

Membership Renewals
Membership dues of $25 were

payable in January. If you haven't
paid your 2015 dues, please send a
check made out to "L & C Chapter"
to:

Paul Seipt
232 Somerset St
Richland WA 99354

Or better yet, bring it to the
meeting.

Auxiliary Liaison
MOAA encourages chapters to

have an auxiliary liaison to
coordinate information and activities
among spouses and widows of
members. We have our first
volunteer to fill this position, Richard
Misener, spouse of Col. Michele
Misener, USA, Ret.

HqMOAA sends . . .
House Chairman Outlines

Priorities
This week new House Armed

Services Committee Chairman, Rep.
Mac Thornberry (R-Texas), called
for sequestration relief as one of his
major priorities for the year, and
warned Pentagon planners against
proposing disproportionate cuts to

Air Shows at the Boat
Races



February Meeting
Tuesday, February 17, 2015

Reservations by
Thursday, Feb 12
to
Bob Allen
627-6226
MOAA.TriCities@charter.net

Bamboo Garden
8021 W. Grandridge Blvd
Kennewick

Social hour at 6:30
Dinner at 7:00
$22.50 per person

A reservation made
is a reservation paid.

Menu

Egg Rolls
Won Ton Soup
Chicken w mixed Veg
Sweet Sour Pork
Sweet Sour Chicken
Broccoli Beef
Pork Fried Rice
Beverage

military pay and benefits.
“The problem with

sequestration is not primarily about
numbers and statistics,” said
Thornberry. “It is about whether we
have the capability to do what the
nation needs and the times demand.
It is also very much about the
increased danger that comes from
diminished training, aging
equipment, and a tempo of
operations that stretches our people
and their families too far. It has to
be fixed…That fix has got to pass
the House of Representatives, it’s
got to pass the Senate, and it’s got
to be signed into law by the
president.”

The Budget Control Act of
2011 established automatic across-
the-board budget cuts known as
sequestration and continues to place
America’s national defense
capabilities at great risk.

During the 2011 deficit
reduction negotiations, the
administration agreed to reduce the
Pentagon’s budget by $487 billion
over a ten year period. The later
enactment of sequestration added
$500 billion more in defense cuts.

The Bipartisan Budget Act of
2013 mitigated the spending cuts
only in FY 2014 and 2015.
Sequestration returns in full force in
FYs 2016-2021 unless current law is
changed. DoD will have to cut an
additional $54 billion in FY 2016

and a total of $269 billion over the
following five fiscal years.

The next two weeks promise to
be a critical time for the military
community. The Military
Compensation and Retirement
Modernization Commission
(MCRMC) will release proposals to
reform military compensation and
health care in late January. The
administration will roll out its FY
2016 budget proposal on 2
February.

Thornberry warned Pentagon
planners against “nickel and diming
[military] people to death” with
proposals to cut military pay and
benefits.

The Chairman expressed hope
the MCRMC review could provide a
forum for thoughtful discussion on
the future of military compensation,
as opposed to the yearly back-and-
forth battles between Congress and
the administration.

Thornberry’s comments indicate
he may oppose burdening service
members, retirees, and families with
a disproportionate share of budget
cuts, but the ensuing debate will be
the true litmus test.

President Silent on
Sequestration

President Obama did not
directly address sequestration in his
January 20 State of the Union
address, but his February 2 budget
proposal is expected to include a fix.

The administration’s FY 2016
budget proposal will be unveiled in
less than two weeks.

What’s unclear is how the
President might pay for budget
relief. It could be through a
combination of alternative spending
cuts, closing corporate tax
loopholes, and increasing the capital
gains tax – all proposals laid out in
his annual address.

Such a plan may collide with a
fiscally-wary Republican-controlled
Congress, but it could serve as an
important starting point for
negotiations.

Outgoing Secretary of Defense
Chuck Hagel added urgency to
repealing sequestration: “The
progress we have made will quickly
evaporate if sequestration returns in
2016. We need long-term budget
predictability and we need the
flexibility to prioritize and make the
difficult decisions…we will not be
able, this institution, to fulfill the
commitments of the president’s
defense strategies with the kind of
continued abrupt, steep, large cuts
that sequestration will demand.”

Legislators on both sides of the
aisle agree that sequestration’s
across-the-board cuts must be
avoided. Congress succeeded in
passing a bipartisan proposal to
temporarily avoid sequestration in
FY 2014 and 2015. Agreement on a
way to fund a new fix remains
elusive.




