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Ed is married to Lajay Dailey and
they have a German shepherd named
Ceida. And they love traveling.

For an interesting speaker and
another great meal, get your
reservation to Bob Allen before
noon on Friday, February 12.

Dues reminder
Annual dues of $25 were due in

January. If you haven't already, please
send your dues to:

Paul R Seipt
232 Somerset Street
Richland WA 99354

Or better yet, bring it to the
meeting.

Hq MOAA sends . . .
MOAA Defends

Commissaries
In January, MOAA Deputy

Director of Government Relations
Brooke Goldberg testified before the
House Armed Services Military
Personnel Subcommittee regarding
commissary reform. The FY16
Defense Authorization Act specified
any changes to the commissary
system must maintain current levels
of patron savings and satisfaction.
Goldberg thanked subcommittee
members for establishing these
standards. She emphasized the
commissary benefit is in the savings,
and these are the right metrics to use
in assessing any program changes.

Highlighting the compensation
and retention value of the

Radio Reminisces

Our February 16 meeting will be
at the Country Gentleman and will
feature Ed Dailey as our speaker. He
will talk about growing up in the
radio industry and the life he has
experienced. Ed was born in
Modesto, California, in 1956. His
dad worked at KJOY in Stockton
and KRAK in Sacramento and was a
singer who started out with a
traveling medicine show. He ended
up on the Grand Ole Opry. In
Central California his dad worked
with other singers who presented
dances, shows, and concerts in that
area, plus he had his radio shows.

Ed started in radio when he was
just 12 years old. For a time he was
in the running for the world record
holder as the youngest radio DJ
ever. Over the years, Ed worked at a
number of radio stations in the
west, and worked in voice recording
and in music as well.

Ed was a full time and part time
pastor for a number of years, and
has performed over 450 weddings.
He has also worked as a master of
ceremonies for large events. Today,
Ed works full-time as instructor of
Radio Broadcasting at the Tri-Tech
Skills Center in Kennewick (for 20
years now.). Ed sings and does
ministry work with Waymaker
Ministries, as well as presents
concerts all over the Northwest for
charities, especially Project Warm
Up which helps the homeless.



February Meeting
Tuesday, February 16
Reservations by
Noon, Friday Feb 12 to
Bob Allen
627-6226
MOAA.TriCities@charter.net

The Country Gentleman
9221 W Clearwater Ave
Kennewick

Social hour at 6:30
Dinner at 7:00
$25.00 per person

A reservation made
is a reservation paid.

Menu

Tri-Tip
Scalloped potatos
Green beans
Rolls
Caesar salad
Cookie/brownie
Coffee

commissary, Goldberg told the
subcommittee, “For an E-5 with 8
years of service and a family of
four, grocery savings at the
commissary are equivalent to a 9
percent pay raise.”

She went on to express concern
about possible changes in the way
savings are measured, noting that
maintaining the same market basket
measure is crucial to preserving the
same savings patrons rely on. The
value of the commissary benefit far
outweighs the “hundredths of one
percent of the military budget we
can save [by cutting it],” said Rep.
Tom MacArthur (R-NJ).

While the necessity of
commissaries overseas is not hard to
see, last year the subsidy that helps
pay the cost of transporting fresh
produce to stores in Asia and the
Pacific was cut. This resulted in a
cost increase to patrons, so the price
of a bag of romaine lettuce
skyrocketed to more than $10 at the
commissary in Guam. Goldberg
said, “Those sent overseas at the
pleasure of their government
should not be stuck with the bill for
shipping resources to their
location.”

Multiple studies confirm the
commissary is one of the military
community's most-valued benefits.
It is a significant compensation,

morale, and community factor for
service members and their families,
enhancing military readiness no
matter where they are asked to go.

Subcommittee leaders clearly
agreed. Chairman Joe Heck (R-Nev.)
expressed his commitment to
sustaining this important benefit.
“If there's not enough savings,
people are going to walk,” he said.

Tax Form
You should receive a form

1095-B in the mail or find it on line
if you use the DFAS MyPay
website. This form verifies that your
medical insurance meets the
requirements of the Affordable
Care Act (Obamacare). You do not
have to file the form with your
taxes, but if you have a professional
tax prepared do your tax return,
they may want to see it. According
to the Tricare website, you have
minimum essential coverage if you
use any of the following plans:

• Tricare Prime
• Tricare Prime Remote
• Tricare Prime Overseas
• Tricare Prime Remote

Overseas
• Tricare Standard and Extra
• Tricare Standard Overseas
• Tricare For Life
• Tricare Reserve Select
• Tricare Retired Reserve
• Tricare Young Adult

Savings on VA prescriptions
Under new rules proposed by

the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA), most veterans can expect to
see $1 - $4 in savings per
prescription for outpatient
medications, starting next year. The
new regulations will change the VA's
drug payment schedule for veterans
with non-service connected
conditions in priority groups 2
through 8, to a three-tiered system,
similar to the TRICARE pharmacy
program.

Under the current system, these
veterans pay a flat fee of $8 - $9 per
medication for a 30-day supply, with
copayments capped at $960 per
year.

Starting in 2017, the VA will
implement a three-tier copayment
system, capping the annual
maximum for copayments at $700.
For preferred generics, the copay
for a 30 day supply will be $5, for
non-preferred generics and over the
counter drugs, $8, and for brand
name drugs, $11.

Because many medications are
generics, most veterans should see
the new system reduce their out-of-
pocket costs.

Those with service-connected
conditions in priority group one -
veterans with disability ratings of 50
percent or more or unemployable -
will still be exempt from paying
copays under the new rule.




